14 ILLUSTRATED EVENTS

=——j|T IS time a history of Adams county should
be wrntten. There 15 very lile o that
counly's early history in exstence, at least
in print, and the old settlers whose MEeEmary
must furnish the detaiis are p;na:tt'mg scarce. A

L—..-.—.IJIT. is the writer finds considerable conflict of

nplrunn as to earl} data. It s expc:_ted that the
wide circulation gven this history through ILLUSTRA-
TEDN EVENTS wi'l stadl memaotics to ]ﬂggmg and that
an authentic account will be evolved. To this end

———"

.A_._____o

Events in Edams County History

Ptoneer Serctlecs in Wew baven and Dell Praicte.

By Jas, E. Jones

firt mayor of Ponage, buit the “Marsh house™ in
1845, the “first house built in Adams county”  This
account rather mixes dates, in sa}rjng that M. S}'h‘r_‘slrr
“moved to Green Bay in 1834, where he worked
thirteen vears and was then appointed blacksirith lor
the Indians at Foint Basse---and was granlfd a per-
mit to build on Indian Jands, and in 1845 erecled 1he
hrst house in Adams county, lcm:rwn as thf Marsh
house, the family moving into it 1hat fall.” “[hs hcuse
is in the town of Linco'n, en Grand Marsh, now

An Adams County 5Stock Range.
This wiew takes in 8 perspective of land mothe towm of Chuncy, Adame county, and now embraces a

stoch ranch of | 000 weres.
pot, Jows.

TARgE of this view.
we invite all old settlers to send in their recollection
of dates and incidents so that the whole may fnaliy
be summarized into reliable facts.

The fist disagreement encountered is aver the
first house erected mn the county. The biography
of Mrs. Hamet Thompson, recently printed i a
large volume entitled “[llustrated Album Biography.”
claims that her father, Willam Sylvester, afierward

It was +0ld by whe Cennal Weoconun Farm Land Co., 10 O F. Franes of Daveo-
Six months belore thae piciure was inken there was kol 2 howse or ogn of eweilization wnhm the
Tl i:-'rdul'e was taben abwul Lhree YAl gL,

owned by George Fletcher, Mr. Thompson's scn by
a I:mmtr miiltiagf.

From best authontes the witer feefs waircnted
in saymg that the first whte sett'el’s heuse in Adams
county was Jared Walswouth's nezr Fig Sprng, built
as eary as 1839 His father, 51 s Walsworth, came
to Portage in 1827, where Jared ived until he married
a Menominee squaw, by which he obtained excep-
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tional privileges [rom the Indians, who were yet owners.

The first claim taken in Adams county was by
Heary Landt, who came fiom Jefferson county in | 846
and made claim to land about where Bowen and
Hansen's farms are now. He also located a <lam
for his brother Jerry about where the M. E. church is,
and one {or his h:oher Frednck Landt where the 5.
S Landt farm i: now, Amos Landt being next further
u3 the creek. | here appeating some difticulty about
ho ding all of thesc claims Henry Landt summoned
his brothers to come at ance, and thus the Landt fam-
ty made c'aim Lo the who'e valley. Mr. Landt placed
Indian famiies on some of the claims uwoul his broth-
ers to ]k PJ'SE‘FEi A H""JSWCII. Bl.l IOCI(, Whﬂ had mar-
ried an Indian sister of Mrs. Jared Walsworth, was at
that time ]iving abouot where 11 1., Mason's [resent
fasm is and kept a kind of stopping place. Before
the SUMVEY WAas made Bullock and Wi.nchell tned to
crowd on the Landt c'aims. Winchell built a mill
no~h of Fredick Landt's place, on the creek, which
Wis m npnration unttl about Efteen years agao. It s
now torn down and scarcely even a lrace is 'eft. M.
Lan-dt had a fne lot of fruit trees, and one espﬁr.ia“_}r
thril'y row on his land toward Winchell.  One day
W' n-hel came ever and said to Mr. Landk,

*That's a mce lot of trees you have there”

“Yes, quite fair trees,” was the reply.

i SUNFISE Yo would like to IlEEP them," sud
Winchell.

“wWell, yes, | hope [ shall,” was Mr. Landt's re-
'55.]‘.'-[!51:. )

“You could take them u- and move them this
way, ! SUpPHIsE. ]thcught | wou'd tell you helare
] bogin cleaning up there, “Winchell snd, confidently.

“Wha* do you mean?” asked Mr. [and:.

“Why.,” said Winchell, 'they are on my land.”

“Oh | guess not.  The survey will have to aset-
t'e tha {qu ?stir.n,H said Mz, Land.

When the survey was finally made and the lines
d fin't=ly established Winclie't found hirzelf back be-
y.nd the creck and actually had te obtain his mill site
fron M:. Landt, his mill being erected about 1652,

About 1847 and '48 Henry Landt and Shute
bu'lt a saw mill where the lower grist mill now stands,
the frim= of the old mill vet being a part of the pres-
et stidetire,

At that time the road rom Partage to the pine-
rnes came up h_}' Eighm}:s tavern, Lo _Ia.red Wals-
worh's, acrass by Rob. Crothers' present farm, along
the hall by the Waller Hasford p'ace on te Davis
Comoars, where Dawiz buit a house in 1849, At
that time lohn Stowell hauled 2 load of scrap lumber
f-om Big Spring to Davis, and said there was not a
house on the way. Later a new road was opened
s‘raight west from Wa'sworth's across Dell F‘"rairie,
when in 1850 a few setllers came in.

At this ime Aaron Towne and Johnathan But-
terfield had made claim to what is now Briggsvlle, in-
cluding the present water poewer.  These men all
stopped at Walsworth’s until they brought their fam-
ilies in 1850 That same year Chamberlin and A.
E. Briggs bought the interest of Towne and Butter-
field in the water power, buill 8 dam and saw mill
and started a store at Briggswille. [n 1853 the Chap-
mans tock an interest in the power and built a flourng
mill, and Wiliam Murphy established a stote.” The
first hotel at Bnggsville was kept by Chas. Mason, and
a little later the land overflowed by the dam was plat-
ted az | ake Mason, named aflter him.  The lumber
to build the frst jail in Portage was sawed at this mill
and taken on flat boats down Neenah creek and up
the Fox to Portage.

In 1849 the treaty with the Menominee Indians
permitted the taking up of claims, the ccunty having
been mgalliz::d by the |egis|alurc the session of 1848
and '49, and latd out in towns and sections dunng
that summer.  When first sct off Adams county em-
braced what is now Junean, and the county was at-
tached lor all pwposes lo Sauk, the settlers having to
go to Baraboo lor judicial and county business. |t
was orgarszed for its own government in 1853, the
counly scat being at Quiney.  [n 1857 Juneau county
was delached from Adams with the county seat at
Mew Lishon, and in 1838 the county seat of Adams
was moved to Enendship,

in the fall of 1849 setilements were made west
and nodh of Big Spring.  Martin and Patrick Baggent
sett'ed to the west on land now one of the finest farms
in the caunty cwned by T. 5 and ]. H. Baggoit.
Then in the next lew years came the Kanes, Dona-
houes and Buckleys, the latter father of Lewis and
I .conard Buckley.  Also the O'Connells, Erysnzhans,
Cal ahans, Cusacks, and the “East, and “Wea"
Tangneys.  Cn the present Do M. Hatch farm John
Best located, bis sons, Lycurgus, Socrales, Sclan and
Alexander, latet marrying and settling on farms further
nerth. R F. FRose in 1849 lecated on what v now
the McComck farm, narth of Eig Spring.  He had
built a log cabin and got his farm started, when in
1852 he got the gold fever and went to California.
His expenience there was similar to that of many whe
went from this state, some from this region. Mr. Rose

and his brother John staited from Jefferson, Wis., in

eampany with sixteen men and three wemen, follow-

“ing along the hne of the Platte river, by Salt Lake,

and down the Humbolt in Nevada. When they
struck the Platte valley there seemed to be an almost
unbroken line of teams and vehicles of every concerv-
able variety. In the motning when the wind was
gtifl a streak of dust hung above the road in each -
rection as far as the eye could reach. Mr. Rose paid
the conductor of hus party $160 for the wip, hading
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baggage. food and society nn!y. a3y the understanding
was he was not to nde.  Consequently Uncle Dick
walked every step of the way from Jefferson 1o Cah-
forma. He, with 200 other men worked for hig
wages for a company, all leaving their wages m the
company until ready to come home When the com-
pany “busted” Uncle Dick had saved up $3000,
which he lost. He then went prospecting, foum:l a
claim from which he got gold, sold the claim and
back his $3000 and more. Then he came back i
vessel, crossing the isthmus of Panama on a ral ruad
train. He had gone clear across Wisconsin and from
the Misa-lssippﬁ. nver to the Pacific ocean, yet this hule
road m Panama was the first railread or train he had
ever seen in his life,

Benjamin Shadduck, who died at the home of
his daughter, Mrs. J. Armeah, in Portage, about a
year ago, was a (ype of the ]'1ard]|; nature of the
Adams county pioneer. He came to the counly in
1853, bulding a shanty near the present Field tarm,
a few miles north of Kibourn, where he lived one
winter.  Ahet that he located on a farm about half a
mile this side of Plainville, being there unut a few
years ago. Everybody in this section knew “Lincle

Ben” He was always good natured, joking and
ready for fun.  The remarkable thing about M,
B Shndduck was his hardy
nature, living until he was
93 years of age. When
he was over 80 he used to
come to lown and dance a
jig to show the boys he
was “just as young as he
used to be."Pefore he left the
i farm he diove a  yoke of
- oxen to Kilbcurn {requently,
and was a famuiar ﬁgme on
the sheets.  He weu'd tun

up Broadway walking at
the head of his oxen, swing-
lng A I{ I'l.g 5||fk over 1.I".|I
heads to keep them moving, Chen he weu'd go
alcng swinging his gad mlhiius eves cn the ground,
ﬁna]!v after gcﬂng ncr_rl_}’ a h’ﬂ{k look up and find
that he had got ahead of his team, and was absently
waving his whip in the arr whi'e the oxen were plod-
ding aleng hall & block behind him.

fT0 BE CONTINUDED}

REMJAMIN SHADDIUCEK.

Effective Qrganizations in Communities

It is a well-known fact that vne hundred soldicrs,
discip'ined, organized and dirccted by capeble leaders
are more efective than a thousand men hav ng none of
these advantages, and every man fighting cn iis own
hook. The same is tree in every other re'ation of civil
affars. No town ever progresses where there s no
united, harmonicus effort in upbui ding znd advancing.
Therefore we find adv n-ement asoiiaicns, Lusness
men's socicties, etc. | hey may not always be in act-
ton, pethaps, bul usually the organ zut en is maintained
al'ld 1"'.In Ih.EI'E wh[ﬂ. an}rt!“ﬂg can |}E‘ hf1p'rd. i'.:}' dﬁcisi"{“.
united action. [t 15 ale to say that thiee-fourths of all
the enterprises established in villages and cities 15 ef-
fected thmugi‘l sotcitatizn of some kind, and mast
frequently by lecal organizations ¢f business men.  In
L cties and towns around Kilbourn we hear of these or-
gamzatmns pmmulmg certain pl.ih]r. En!erpnsfeb o dh-
recting local reforms and standing back of the mu-
nicipal board or -:ouncﬂ who catry them out, and as

.u-,E special purpose is accomplished they seem 1o go
oul of existence.  While this may be true in some in-
stances it is not so in all.  Generally the organ'zation
15 kept intact and 1s always there w{.en needed. That
1s whete many towns make a mistake. They organize
a society with a great spread of enthus'asm, hold a few
meetings, and unless cach individual is at once materi-
ally beneftted, interest lags and the society dies. In

ivate business men do not refax effort or shut up shop
Ecnuae business is dull.  The merchant stays at his

counter ready fa take advanlage of anything that comes
along. It is just as necessary ta mamtatn organization
and cultivate opportumity 10 a communiy s affairs. Kil-
bourn has had several associations of this character,
“‘Iey blr:gan wth consideiable interest, tived lor a lew
meetings and disssppeared in a mist of jealousy, rivalry
or indifference.  Eecause men did nal see a direct, im-
mediale benefit to themselves they could nct see any
“sense in the thing.””  And, like tco many mistaken
and theretole uraﬁ( commuinilies, same hot only de-
chined to unite, but dlcourauragfd the pian because
competitors in business or personal encries were con-
splcucts 1N proposing of conducllng the orgamzation,
OF course in this Kilbourn is only an instance, and not
an excephion. | he same condiion has prevailed in all
towns and cities during the penod of cutting eye-teeth.
[t is apparent that Ky ﬁ{:um has out grown that, In
the past two years a village board has, n spite of op-
r:.mtmn of the most determined character, put the wl-

age on a level with the smallest towns in Lhe state, or

_rather the village has andvanced from an o'd-fashioned

cauntry town o modern conditions.  In this the board
can say in the words of the late Governor Rusk, they
“scen their duty and they done " The wvillage also
has the most effective advancement assotiation it ever
had. The membership includes all classes, and has
cnergetie, capable men for officers. It should be kept
up, its officers and committees, at least, should alwavs
be “keeping house™ ready to act for business interests.




