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EVENTS 15

By JAMES

Events in Adams County Hlstory

R omantic Happenings in Pioneer Days
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P TO THE POINT to which Evexrs
brings the story of the Wisconsin river
1 this issue, the history of all of the
country along the river on up to the
pineries 15 the same. This region
about here was primarily  Portage
county., and for some time after Columbia
county was set off.  What 1s now Adams vet
belonged to Portage county, with the county
seat at Plover, near Stevens Point. Back when
lumbering first began Adams countvy was the
highway for “lumber jacks™ going to the
woods, or traders hauling merchandise.

The first trading post in Adams county was
kept by Jared Walsworth He located near
Big Spring 1in 1838, having married an Indian
woman he was permat-
ted by the Menomo-
nie Indians to settle
among them. He had
trouble  occastonally
with some of them,
but generallv he was
well treated. When
he settled there  he
built a log house, at
least fifteen vears be-
fore the government
acquired title to the
land west of the river
and above  Portage
This log house was
tor vears the only
house between Fort
Winnebago and Stevens Point and 1t sheltered
men of all classes and characters. In 18435, Syl-
vester settled at Grand Marsh and about the
same time Strong located a trading stand eight
miles bevond Friendship.  Until that time no
other settlers had located. George Stowell
was the first squatter on Indian land, taking a
squatter’s claim in 1844, 1n what 1s now New
Haven, ,

The first white child born in the county
was Jared Pardee, born at the Walsworth house
n 1843. Heasyet living in St. Paul,

In 1845 a lot of pioneers settled at Big
Spring. among them being Amos Landt, Judge
Smith, Robert Ramsay, *“*Uncle” Ward and
Winchell. In 1849 Thos. Rich settled at Dell
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Prairie Corners—but that settlement will be told
of in a future number.

Uri Morse, now a resident of Big Spring,
Harrison Phillips and Alma Eighmy had lo-
cated in New Haven and kept ‘‘bach™ in an old
shack not far from where Bowen's summer cot-
tage now stands. According to tradition that
was a jolly trio and their **shack™ was a favorite
meeting place of the voung pioneers. A. B.
Stearns, now a resident of Kilbourn, came from
the east to the southern part of the state, and
by Fort Winnebago in 1849, to Jared Wals-
worth's.  There he became a clerk and the legal
and Iiterary man of the new country. He is

perhaps the best authority on those events, be-
cause he kept a diary.

He can tell many inger-

A Pencil Sketch o1 the Walsworth Cabin before It Was Demolished.

esting incidents of that day and we shall in
future articles quote him quite freely.

He relates the circumstances of Urt Morse's
arrival with four yoke of oxen and a whip big
enough to reach them all. Some later--Mr.
Stearns was considering a location on what is
now Dell Prairie. The question of water was
important and Mr. Morse climbed a tree to about
thirty feet and looking off toward Big Spring
said *‘there is water—I'm going there.” And
he started in that direction.

In the accofipanying sketch of the Wals-
worth house a perfect idea of form, dimensions,
etc., is given. It can readily be understood
what would be the effect trying to lodge a great
string of lumbermen. Old settlers tell of en



16 ILLUS

lying so thick on the floors and in the garret
that one could not walk over them

The first postmaster was Jason Stowell,
whose son, John Stowell, now lives 1in Kilbourn

He came with his family 1n 1849, erecting-the -

house that yet stands across the road from Har-
rison \I\lrca s, now brown and dingy with agé.
and loose ends of boards appearing.  Near this
house, 1n the picture, are seen several large oak
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out from Fort Winnebago on a horse and
brotight with him letters for men at Walsworth's,
Dumping 1t down on the ground he said *‘that’s
the first mail delivery in the west ™ Later than
this jason Stowell was appointed postmaster.
Along 1n 1849 and ‘50 several families
moved 1n from Canada among themn being Staf-
ford Wells with fourteen children, Shepherd
Prerce with a family of mine, R. Richardson and
: sons Newell and Freeman, Dexter

Stone and mother, H. Rider and fam-
ilv, Ed Prerce, Oscar and Abner Pow-
ers. Along about this period Dan’l
Eighmy established a travelers’ home
out east of the Briggsville road, where
Loren Stowell now lives. His place
was quite popular and in his quaint
way he may be said to have been an
1deal tavern keeper of the olden time
He had a big s1ign on which was
painted two geese drinking from a
horse trough with the words - Far
Play House  Peace and Plenty

As Adams county was settled 1n
New Haven first, in this article  we
have designed to open up the ques-
tion.  The only evidence to follow s

First Postofflce in Adams County —Home of Jason Stowell.

trees, venerable relies of a once vast forest,
which covered the whole face of the country
Trees grew to immense size with no underbrush
For miles under the trees grew tall grass and
on stde hils deer could be seen. This condition
was peculiar to the whole cauntry and was due
to forest fires.  The rural mail carrier was a
product of that county  One day a fnan came
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ancdent to this history.

the traditionary evidence of old aiti-
zens —amrd this appears to be conflict-
g In future articles 1t 15 expected
that rehiable data will evolve from discussion
The editor of Evenis
will be pleased to be told 1mmeidents of 1nterest
and also to be gfforded relinble corrections 1in
case of error

In later vears, 1848, Adams county was set
off in which was included what 15 now Juneau,
with the county seat at Quiney
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R ural Free Delivery of Mail

By JAMES F.

OTHING IN THE marvelous progress
of the times more notably affects the
interests of the public than that of the
postal service, noris there inanvthing
a greater difference between the old
and new. The first mention of postal

service in history was the establishing of a post-

office in Boston 1n 1639  In 1633 Wm Penn
established a postothce 1n Pennsvlvama, andn

1692 England appointed a postmaster general

for the American colonies. In 17353 to 1774

Beny. Franklin was postmaster general.  In

those dayvs a letter cost from six to twenty-five

cents in postage, according to the distance, and
required weeks and even months te feach desti-

nations that now take but a few hours.  In 1790
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thero. were but 735 postoffices 1n the Umited
States.  Now there are about 735.000. Letters

welghing one ounce can be sent anvwhere 1n
the U. S. or Canada for two cents, or to any
civilized country in the world for five cents

In the early davs in this section of Wiscon-
sin settlers had to go almost a dav’s journey to
a postothice, the most frequent mal service being
once a week, 1n many places at much longer 1in-
tervals  The first postofice in Adams county
was kept by Jasper Stowell, who hived 1n a
house vet standing across the road from Harn-
son Mvlrea's, just this stde of Briggsville.  Has
son, John Stowell, who now hives 1n Kilbourn,
tells some interesting stories of that time.  Jas-
per Stowell was appointed postinaster 1n 1849,



