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Events in Adams County History 
\ R o m a n t i c H a p p e n i n g s in P i o n e e r D a y s 

B y J A M E S E . J O N E S 

U . P TO T H E P O I N T to which E \ F M ' S 
brings the story of the Wisconsin river 
in this issue, the history of all of the 
country along the river on up to the 
pineries is the same. Th i s region 
about here was primarily Portage 

county, and for some time after Columbia 
e o t i n t v w a s set off. What is now Adams vet 
belonged to Portage county, with the county 
scat at Plover, near Stevens Point. Back when 
lumbering first began Adams cowntv was the 
highway for " lumber jacks" going to the 
w o o d s , or traders hauling merchandise. 

The first trading pos t in Adams county was 
k e p t bv Jared Walsworth He located near 
Big Spr ing in 1,838, reiving married an Indian 
woman he was permit
ted bv the Menomo-
nie Indians to settle 
among them. He had 
t n >uble occasionally 
w i t h some of them, 
but general lv he was 
well treated. When 
he settled there he 

unit a l o g house,, at 
l eas t fifteen vears be-
t o r e the government 
acquired title to the 
land west of the river 
and above Portage 
This l o g house was 
tor years the onlv 
house between Fort 
Winnebago and Stevens Point and it sheltered 
men of all classes and characters. In 1845, Sy l 
vester settled at Grand Marsh and about the 
same time Strong located a trading stand eight 
miles bevond Friendship. Until that time no 
other settlers had located. George Stowell 
was the first squatter on Indian land, taking a 
squatter's claim in 1S44, in what is now New 
Haven. 

Th<e first white child born in the county 
was Jared Pardee, born at the Walsworth house 
in 1843. He is yet l iving in St. Paul. 

In 1845 a lot of pioneers settled at B ig 
Spring, among them being Amos Landt, J u d g e 
Smith. Robert Ramsay , " U n c l e " Ward and 
Winchell. In 1849 Thos . Rich settled at Dell 

Prairie Corners—but that settlement will be told 
of in a future number. 

Uri Morse, now a resident of Big Spring, 
Harrison Phill ips and A l m a E i g h m y had lo
cated in New Haven and kept "bach" in an old 
shack not far from where Bowen's summer cot
tage now stands. According to tradition that 
was a jolly trio and their "shack" was a favorite 
meeting place of the young pioneers. A . B . 
vStearns, now a resident of Kilbourn, came from 
the east to the southern part of the state, and 
bv Fort Winnebago in 1849, to Ja red Wals
worth's. There he became a clerk and the legal 
and literary man of the new country. He is 
perhaps the best authority on those events, be
cause he kept a diary. He can tell many ini.cr» 

A Pencil Sketch 01 the Walsworth Cabin before It Was Demolished. 

estmg incidents of that day and we shall in 
future articles quote him quite freely. 

He relates the circumstances of Uri Morse's 
arrival with four yoke of oxen and a whip big 
enough to reach them all. Some later* -Mr. 
Stearns was considering a location on what is 
now Dell Prairie. The question of water was 
important and Mr. Morse climbed a tree to about 
thirty feet and looking off toward Big Spr ing 
said "there is water— I'm going there." And 
he started in that direction. 

In the accompanying sketch of the Wals
worth house a perfect idea of form, dimensions, 
etc., is g iven. It can' readily be understood 
what would be the effect t rying to lodge a great 
string of lumbermen. Old settlers tell of then 
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l y i n g so thick on the floors and in the g a r r e t 
that one cou ld not w a l k o v e r t hem. 

T h e first p o s t m a s t e r w a s J a s o n S t o w e l l , 
w h o s e son, J o h n S t o w e l l , now l i v e s in K i l b o u r n 
H e c a m e wi th his f a m i l y in 1849 , e r e c t i n g - t h o -
house that ye t s t ands ac ross the road from Har 
r ison M v l r e a ' s , now b r o w n and d i n g y with a g e , 
and loose e n d s of b o a r d s a p p e a r i n g . N e a r this 
house , in the p ic tu re , a re seen s e v e r a l l a r g e oak 

First Postofflce in Adams County —Home of Jason Stowell 

t rees , v e n e r a b l e re l i c s of a once vas t forest , 
w h i c h c o v e r e d the w h o l e face of the c o u n t r y 
T r e e s g r e w to i m m e n s e size wi th no u n d e r b r u s h 
F o r m i l e s u n d e r the t r ees g r e w tall g r a s s and 
on s ide hi l ls d e e r could be seen . T h i s condi t ion 
w a s pecu l i a r to the w h o l e ccyint ry and w a s due 
to forest fires. T h e rura l ma i l c a r r i e r was a 
p roduc t of that coun tv One d a y a man came 

out f rom For t W i n n e b a g o on a horse a n d 
b r o u g h t wi th him le t te rs for men at W a l s w o r t h ' s . 
D u m p i n g it down on the g r o u n d he said " t ha t ' s 
the first ma i l d e l i v e r y in the wes t " L a t e r than 
this J a s o n S t o w e l l was appo in ted pos tmas te r . 

A l o n g in 1849 and '50 s e v e r a l f ami l i e s 
m o v e d in f rom C a n a d a a m o n g them b e i n g Staf
ford W e l l s wi th four teen c h i l d r e n , S h e p h e r d 
P i e r c e wi th a f a m i l y of n ine , R . R i c h a r d s o n and 

- sons N e w e l l and F r e e m a n , D e x t e r 
S tone and mother , H . R u l e r and fam
i ly , E d P ie rce , Oscar and A b n e r Pow
ers . A l o n g about this per iod Dan ' l 
E i g h m y es t ab l i shed a t r a v e l e r s ' home 
out east of the B n g g s v i l l e road, w h e r e 
L o r e n S t o w e l l now l i v e s . H i s p lace 
w a s qui te popu la r and in his qua in t 
w a y he m a y be said to h a v e been an 
idea l t ave rn k e e p e r of the o lden t ime 
H e had a b i g s i g n on wh ich was 
pa in ted two g e e s e d r i n k i n g from a 
horse t rough wi th the w o r d s " F a i r 
P l a y House Peace and P l en tv 

A s A d a m s county was se t t led in 
N e w H a v e n in this ar t ic le we 
h a v e d e s i g n e d to open up the ques
tion. T h e on ly e v i d e n c e to fol low is 
the t r ad i t iona ry e v i d e n c e of old citi
zens - a n d this appea r s to be conrlict-

— i n g In future a r t i c les it is e x p e c t e d 
tha t r e l i ab le data wi l l e v o l v e from discuss ion 
inc iden t to th is h i s to ry . T h e edi tor of E \ K \ i s 
w i l l be p leased to be told inc iden t s of in teres t 
and a lso to be afforded re l i ab le cor rec t ions in 
case of e r ro r 

In la ter v e a r s , 1848, A d a m s coun tv w a s set 
off in wh ich was inc luded what is now J u n e a u , 
wi th the coun ty scat at O u i n c y 
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Rairal Free Delivery <*f Mail 
l?\ ! WU- s \- . | n \ F s 

O T H I N C I N T H E m a r v e l o u s p r o g r e s s 
of the t imes more no tab ly affects the 
in te res t s of the pub l i c than that of the 
postal s e r v i c e , nor is the re in a n y t h i n g 
a g r e a t e r d i f fe rence b e t w e e n the old 
and new. T h e first men t ion of postal 

s e r v i c e in h i s to rv w a s the e s t a b l i s h i n g of a p o s t -
office in Bos ton in 1 6 3 9 In 1 6 8 } W m Pcnn 
e s t a b l i s h e d a postoftice in P e n n s v l v a n i a , and in 
1692 E n g l a n d appo in t ed a pos tmas t e r g e n e r a l 
for the A m e r i c a n co lon ies . In 1 7 5 3 to 1 7 7 4 
Henj . F r a n k l i n w a s pos tmas t e r g e n e r a l . In 
those d a v s a le t te r cost f rom s ix to t w e n t y - f i v e 
cen t s in p o s t a g e , a c c o r d i n g to the d i s t ance , and 
r equ i r ed w e e k s and e v e n m o n t h s tw feach dest i
na t ions that now take but a few hours . In 1 7 9 0 

there.- we re but 75 postoftiees m the Un i t ed 
S ta t e s . N o w there are about 75 .000 . L e t t e r s 
w e i g h i n g one ounce can be sent a n y w h e r e in 
the I*. S . or C a n a d a for two cents , or to a n y 
c iv i l i zed coun t rv in the wor ld for five cents 

In the e a r l v d a v s in this sect ion of Wiscon
sin s e t t l e r s had to g o a lmos t a d a y ' s j o u r n e y to 
a postoftice, the most f requent mai l s e r v i c e b e i n g 
once a w e e k , in m a n y p laces at much l o n g e r in
t e r v a l s T h e first postoftice in A d a m s coun tv 
w a s kept bv j a s p e r S t o w e l l , w h o l i v e d in a 
house yet s t a n d i n g across the road from Har r i 
son M v l r e a ' s . jus t th is s ide of B n g g s v i l l e . H i s 
son, John S t o w e l l , w h o now l i v e s in K i l b o u r n , 
te l l s some i n t e r e s t i n g s tor ies of that t ime . J a s 
pe r S t o w e l l w a s appo in ted pos tmas te r in 1849 , 


